e ————
A.O. P. NICHOLBON,
ELITON AND PROFRISTON.
. e ———— et
TERMS :
DABLY, PO PO s sns nn o 435+ s 000 s snausnanasnsas soss susna sl 98
FEML-WEERLY, (pubiished ol woekly during the session
of CRREIOsE) . oo iovsivassaianessssainenss
TR LY o o srn fh AARR RS RAARE 8 B EFAS $84885 3 snns tstas

s -l
Five of the
Tom copios of thie

No deduction for

CONGRESSIONAL,
SPEECH OF WILLIAM § BARRY,

O Civil and Religious Tolerntion ; delivered in the Hoose
of Representatives December 18, 1864,
House being 1n the Committee of the Whaole on the
n’:&:’!f the Unlma—

Mr. BARRY : !

Mr. Charmsay : | propose to offer some remarks o the
epmnitiee, at this tirmnnmlujﬁ:t which s been brought
to their uotive in debate during the present session, and
which lss occupied the attontion of the covutry, also, toa
considerable degree, during the last few moenths. That
subject is, in common ce, called *know-nothingisn,
1 rine u:-l&odnre here views which I entertain on that |
subject—views which | expressed ut bumtsi
suminer, while on a visit there, and which | think ic wy |
duty to declare on this ion, i b ne opposite |
views bave been avowed Lere, and | was prevented answer-
ing thiesm ut the time they were uitered. |

soclety, 'or nsocistion, known by the name of
ia

during the past |

W which has recently spriug into | 1 exauin
s ure unkoown; its purposes ne | e o be

uoknuwn, btcause the purposes svowed ose who are |
pposed 1o belong to ft-—by.those nd

jed nvowals of
¥, but they aré to e gathered by |

i oo My dig Mgy ol
are 1 \ i, 0 who have |
incidentally wequired iufirmation. [t is wot lke other

BRI N 1

ing a cesponaibilit lie avawal. It is not
lilee other - associations, which, having ]al'i.m::ﬂlu elieved
1o be of vital tance to the country, their mombers |

those principles, and w stand or fall |

o attempting to find vut the pur-
poses of this mdu,]’ shall do injustive to it—if | shall
ascribe’ to it that which its advocates deny, let members
upon this foor, if there be such belonging to the prder, rise
and correct me. I shall be willing to be supplied with the

T (Rt Ena

information—more willing, perhaps, than they will be w

give it :
%kimﬂn appeals 1o thut which is strong in every |
af nationality without |

country. It appeals to that feeli
wﬂnﬁnﬂm cannol exist n:ssu inde;:eudem goveru-
nt, but which, at the Same time, when kindled wnd mad-
, muy destroy all that is good in government, aud
an!mx“.ﬁ m}'pﬂndplu on which it woa cetabilished,
There i no mtion in the world—anid the more intellectual

sovially aud: ﬂl:l:-ny, the nation is, the less rendy it will |

be to .Ihl
carth i w
ioreign

| sn mﬂ-lnll .
of our own ingtitations, has been to nollify thie pre-
udice against those cutside our borders, and fo bring the
fuinily of nations, a8 it were, into a common broth-
the degree of a nution's eivilisn-

it is high or low, you will, us a general
| WG apd hostility o foreigners, In |
n i3 elevaded in iy conzciousness of |
nnd in its knowledge of the high duties of civilize-
will i treat with respect those whospring |
are rearcd under the influence of |
it sinksin the soale of self-respect |
f ve do you find this preju- |
i e of alslhhle ingtead of o
people, 1 ean be arpused against |
all who eamot pronounce its shibboleth. |
One of the most frequent justifications of this organiza- |
tign, Mr. Chairnun—the one which [ have heard alluded |
to and elsewhere—is that there are secret nasocintions |
of forcigners which must be counterncted in this mapner. |
Emeh tienl associations exist among the foreign popu- |
tion thlwoumrg, it certainly seems a strange method |
to rebuke the error by forming other associations, in which |
are imbodied all that is wrong in those we condemn,  We |

udiee~—1 say thut there is no nation
is prejudice agninst forvigners and

g
£

sive dignity and consequence to thei conduct by imitating | S5007 B raic o s gd '
o it Jndicious use of;, by private oaths and secret combinations ;

i;' and lose all the ln.lvml:g: of hotm'l‘ p}'initiple:- by Jevel- |'and his duty is Lo his country und the constitution, not to
hﬁguu;'f‘:::m mdutt "‘L“‘_a u?.in hd rufu ofmil‘::i;:[c.lt midnight eancuses of ambitious and crafty men, who glaze
potible either socidl wderpnr political rights, there '?;::.hu ;j:bll‘i:m“ S Saniiiems Wil WL VT
S an ity mors et e it o %30 Lot St e s i s
eir minds juster Yiews of the duties of the b bty s, s bt

into
oth to hig peiphbor and to the Stute. We bave
adopted the humane s tolerant opinion of Mr, Jefferson, |
the great aposile of the democentic party, and who infused |
into it that generous and trusting faith m man, whether |
native or whien born, whicl has been the germ of the chief |
rences between the two great parties of the country—
" ‘Qiltle iz to be foared from erver, while reasun is left
free to comibat it The cvils that we see are not to be cured
by persetution; the faggot and the stake are exploded ar-
u?mmu jand iu!ﬂng lhgsc.m'dud the more open, munly, and
: ible instruments of torture, we will vot now turn
to seize upon those which are secret, sinister, and irrespon-
sible,

A fow Germuns (50 goes the story ) bave formed an wsso-
ciation whose purpose is, among other heterodox things, 1o |
ubolish the Christion Sahbuth, and straightway the alaem |
ia given; and men who never seemed to care for Protestant- |
lsm g have become disturbed, We have s body of|

Chrls nomercus, zealous, and devout; we have p
ble, skilful, and ever ready; we have a clergy,
watchful, fumed,nml ploug; and, morve than all, we have

o Hevelution on which, as on o rock, is based the institu-
tion of the Ohristinn Habbath ; vet neither nor all of theas
are thought sufficient to save the Sabbath from the nssaults
of o few nameless foreigners, and the aid of the civil wu-
thority i invoked to devise some policy by which the tide
of German infidelity way be stayed. That remwedy s
worthy of Rome berdelf three hundred years ago, Tt is
to di shige three millions of people, to reverse the poli-
ey of the freest government on earth, and, while there are
inientions of progress in every wation of the eivilized
world, to present ours ns the only one which is going back- |
ward.  If the efforts of a few hundred foreigners gan put |
Christianity i peril, it has a feebler hold upon the human |
heart, und 1s less closély interwoven with the wants and |
principles of our nature, than 1 hiad supposed.

There have been meotings held publicly in New York
city, and doubtless will be ngain, when the Bible, the
(hurch, and the whole scheme of Christianity have been
denonneed and beld up o reprobation. " These mevtings
wers composed of pative-born citbzens, sl yet no remedy |
tus been proposed for the evil which required the disfran- |
chisement of all native-born citizens on aceount of the in- |
sune vagaries of o fow, or which sruck st the root of the |
denrest privileges of the citizen, to eradicate a trangient, |
thongh veying, evil. Tho Boston Investigator has for years i
avowed and advocated principles uitaly at war with
Christinnity, yet no body of men that | know of has leagued {
together, by solemn oaths, o disfranchise the editoror his |
reddlers of tiﬂir eivil rights.  The Unitarinnism prevalent |
in and about Boston ia s little seceptahile to the grost body |
of Chriatiang in this conntey as Catholivism ; bt the tealy |
vohle tolerancy of the people has pot thonght 1t just or |
politic to attempt the extinetion of heresy or Infidelity by |
mpoging ¢ivil disabilities. The beat, the only proper, ren-
edy for erroneous opinion is argument and truth, offered in |
the spieit bf respect and Kindoess ; aod o party which oo

free counfry sattempis to drive men by secret or open |
prosuription, and to punish freedom of thought by covert |

voonnrltd of intolernnoe, can achiove only a temporary s
cess, and eseape for but a litkde while the condemnation

which endightened mon visit upon every form of persecu- |
Wherever thought s free it will run riot [n error, |

tiow.
The great troths which the consent ot wan lus ll-lllylvlT
are but graing of wheat winnowed fom bushels of o

(rensires of the auiverse are
of errer are ofién suggestive of the finest discoveries of
trath,
Wt to the abuse of his freedom of

lo think wrong. His

thought cannot be ssssiled  through the medivm of law, or |

the wore criminal agency of a secret oath-bonund resocka-

thon, without perifling our right 10 the proper wse of vur |
i ;

freedom,

Secret politieal nssocintions lave beretofore eslsted in
uppressed conntries for enlarging the rights of the citizens
and Tmiting the powers of rulers; but this is the first, so

fur us my resding extends, In which the effurt has been |

made, through such an organization, to narrow the liberty
of man, wnd graft an appreasive principle wpon the govern-
ment. There has been n strong guande to these polit-
ical assoclationy In this conntry from the earlest peciod of
vur history. The Sociely of the Cincinnatl, formed fmme-

diately affer the revolution, and non:;wm-] of men fresh |

from the baptism of fies snd Mood in thet holy straggle,
hias decnyd, wnd slmost expired, under the distrust fult by

hest potriots of the purest days of the revolution can
safely be intrusted 1o the hands of those who can show no |

ulinr : 4 ahiall have recovered it just p P epancas Sd S9N e
]-Il':(nl:m ST NIV AN S RN, PRI ONS l\“;;:;;kwho hﬂ:- joined this mchdnj hu. nnider “‘ehh:“l ::iud with themselees in a crusade ag the

But,ulr, the purposes of this order and its organization | of the thousand inducements by whic men have | sull
are digtinet, {:h..{:':,d 1:': be ',w,:.;,u,?;:;,‘“l 'm.mu e instro- | been sedoced into & connexion wﬁh it, when they coms to | eitizens. I you, sir, or 1, had used such terms, it mi

ments may be disglinllar and  Inconsistent. When the ad-'

| enge ean there be for a regort to seerooy ¥ When the peo-
| ple are oppressed by o t;rnunlmlguverumnnl, and the pen-
| alty of death aweits every man who

pulation cannot be aroused ; and the most bewus)
r effieet of civiliantion, the lovelivst influ- |

| tranunelled voter, but o mere maching to carry oul, by his

® | exercises it, and which be bas no right to tranvoel the free,

stitution, ritaal, &e., of the order in the State of Mnssachu-

Wl |
Mtisonly by the widest excursdpns of thought @t the |
roered, and the achievetaents |

Your freedom and mine, Me Chademan, to think |
right, resta upon the same gowrantoes as the Germonn's right |

the Ameriean people of geret associations, which might be |
wielded 0 the dotriment of the public Tiberty or to serve | own government.
the ambitions purposes of those who woulld make the aeso- | truth, that « yvear since
cintlon the instrwment of their own adeancement,  The | been found o question it, na no
limet nre not o improved, nor men grown s pairiotie, | hence, when this bubble, with it4 tints that
that a power which was denled by publie opinfon to the | g

{ | wrs, the alien and sedition laws, wnd the publie mind,

VOLUME IV.

voestes of this reli

of securing the i
charaster truly Ameri A
influence and dictaton, ugh | bave been deluded with
the bolief that we bave long enjoyed all these blessings, |
still my hoart glows as |
monts, urged with snch warmth sad o but when
| ek for the muans of effecting these dealrble and
pointed 10 aseeret politieal nssoclation  which » tradi-
tions of our fathers, yet glowing with the life-blood of the |
revolut and the insti ol my repabli nature, awmil
the creed of the democratic party, whose truths | bave been |
teaght to wet upon and o revers, all warn me to shun-—whon i
| am urged to join in proseeily oug portion of m_vfol-|
low-citizens bocause of their bieth, and apother beenuse of |
thelr religious opinions, I natarally inguire, cao the por
pose of those be good whoemploy such means for i ac-|
complishment ? 1w far from eharging upon the advo- |
antos of know-nothipgism oy wish to infliet evil
their country ; yet they are justly to be held res
for ull the mnﬁm woral, social, wud politicsl, whieh |
How from their doetrines.

Thug, Mr. Uhairman, two distinet questions are presented |
ng this subjeci—dfirst, the whiol the |
order bas 1o view ; and secondly, the means by which they
hed. |
d bers, |

1 from sy
to. udvouate the views of the

dence of our country, of haviog our

..

These purposes, as g

cand speschies of Yhose affecr. |
to sy mpathize with it, ave: |
ret. The exclusion of all forcigoers from offico, |
Second, The extension of the term of naturalization |
from five to twenty-one years, or sote other period looger |
thin fve years.
Third. The entire ropeal of the naturalistion laws. |
Fourthly. The exclusion of Romwan Catholics from |
offive, |
The means by which these things pre to be neeomplished |
are p gecrot political association, in which the members are |
bound by the mwoest solemn caths to obedience, to silence, |
and to mutnal fidelity.
1 shall spenk first” of the organization, snd then of the |
yu?wues the order has in view, |
can but bebieve that « weeret politieal negociation is f&m-|
geroun to the rights vf the peaple and to the stability of the gev-
ernment. In n free government, where every man is entitled
to declare his opinions, and there is no punishment for the
avowal of whatever doctrines Le may entertain, what ex-

dares to apenk or think
against the power that is crushing him, thers may  indeed
be nn exense for pairiots scheming i the darkoess of mid-
night, and in the security of unknown places of meeting ;
| but, in the midst of & people who enjoy every liberty that
the mwost liberal institutions can bestow, where freedom of
thought, of arae:b, of netion, and of the press, are the
birth-right of every man, how can w geerel pe plive or-
gunization be allowed 1o take root, and rights, the dearest
that man can excreise, or government protect, be taken
l"mm the people by meang g0 ingidious and 30 fruitful of|
danger? 4
o constitution allows no oaths to be forced upon the
voter, nor tests to be imposed in the use of that franchise.
The sense of duty and the personal stake of ench man in
the welfure of the community were thought sufficient 1o
ingure its faithful exercise.  But this secret association nt-
tempts to bind men by the most stringent oaths to exercise
the vight of voting only a8 certain nafive patriots shall de-
terining, in the secrecy, and perhaps in the darkuess, of
midnight.  The eitizen who nssumes these onths and obli-
gations parts with his individual freedom, abandons his
personal independence, and vomes to the polls, not an un-

suffrige, the elections and the purposes which othors—per-
laps against his consent—have determined on. He barters
away his freedom who makes any pledges or swears any
oaths which impair his right to modify his ticket at any
time prioe to |!e|mﬁitin¥ it in the ballot-box. The electoral
f‘rnncme ia one which i3 conferred on each individual who

L

withotut o revelution or betrayil of its secrets, despite the
strenuous efforts made to preserve them. A publication
wins anade a few weeks sinee, o the Hoston Post, of the con-

sette, and those of oiber States are believed, so fur ns they
have been revealed, to be csscnlinlli;‘r alike. A witness,
who wis being examined in a court of justice o Massachu-
setts, was asked if be belonged to the order, and after moch
equivoeation, he admitted it; and belog asked forther, if
the publieation in the Post was an anthentic copy of the
records of the arder, he veplied that it wns, Thus we bhave
reliable information ag to the method of [nitidtion into the
oriler, the signs, pass-words, ke, the oaths the members
take, and the purposes they have in view,

1 have here the onth of the candidate for ad into

adpdlhlenlhuﬂ.uw talk bm[hn laced themselves, will do, as thoomnds of others
nealready, atmndon it; and feeling that the laws
of rojecting  utterly all foreign | and the constitution of thel country are o safer mensture

e

ERTY,

huve

of public duty, and sarer guardians of

bilie right, and
bonor, and interest, than the murky

irreaponsible secrecy for iy

their open assockations with their fellow-citizens, .:ldi ub-| An "ﬂmﬂlﬂm shauld prononnce

po- e
y OAths, OF SECTeCy, OF per-
it in culpnble to fake, but It

ure thenceforth, us the worst enemies of freedom,
ithent organisations which e
secttion,  An cath such as th
is fur more calpable o eveeute it An oath to do w .
1o vivlate o known duty, sworn 0 in excitement or
les=ness, it is safer for the soul manfully to re than,
under the delusive promptings of arrogance aud pride, to
persist in it completion,

The onth provides that the member shall * not, under
ANY CTHCUMETANORR, exposy the name of any member of this
order, wor reveal the oxistence of such sn organization.”
This portion of the oath, perhaps, explaing why theae not
in e arder have pever met a man who confessed that he
lmin:?---.l to it And, sir, we bave heard wen deny eonnes-
fon it who we Luve every reason to be satistied were
mwembers.  Has any man the right to take an oath binding
himself to the continuous statement of wn notruth ? Can
that fnstitution be good whose irst fruits are thus evil ?
No, sir; !n_;mmndh-nt wrong. Nor can the
o the deception be escaped by the
rent pume of the order is not " know-nothing,” and that,
consequently, o wan may safely u{ e does not belong 1o
ome of that name, though be really is connected with the
order which the public have designated by that title, and
be well knows it s the dne alluded to by the inquirer.
Bince his intention is to deceive, he is responsible for the
deceit. Norcan he escape by the éulm that the querist has no
right to put the question, and that be is, therefore, at
liberty to disregaed the truth in his apswer. [t is
by no means certain that each citizen has not the
right to sk every other auy question be may see lit, in
reference to public matters, without being linble to the

| charge of inguigition or impertinence ; and though the per-

son neked may have the choive of silence or a]pnfh,
be is under the common obligation that rests on all wen,
if he anqwers al all, to tell the truth,  No oaths sworn, how-
ever solewndy, nor with the direst penoltics that  seeret tid-
night axsociation ever devised, can digcharge o cilizon from
the eternal duty of veracity, The difficulties in respect to
truthfuiness, in which & wember §s involved, arise from
hig oath to copeenl the existence of the arder and bis own
connexion with it If he were allowed to confess that
there is such an order, and (hat he belongs Lo it, he then
might frankly and consgistently refuse to tell anything fur-
ther, But the object sees to be to protect the members
from the odinm with which secrel politics] associations
have been viewed in this country, uwud to scoure the bene-
fits of such an urgan[uul'lun, while they escape the respon-
sibility of o counexion with it. There is more of wily cun-
ning than of republican frankness and wanhood in such a
COUrse.

But this scerecy neccssarily destroys all confisienee between
wen. Till this pew order sprung into existence, with it
frightful d da upon the i ol its members, there
existed nll.)cm‘,"iI the citizens of our country such mutual teuth-
fulness that the statements of men of good character were
received without distrust upon all subjects; but since it
bas come to be admitted that some men, of hitherto un-
questioned  verncity, have fulsely denied thelr connexion
with the order of the know-nothings, and it has even been
uviore ‘than suspected that some of those from whom we
huve o right to expect an especial purity of life, and by
whom we have been neengtomed 1o be tauglt that it is
hetter to die than to staln our lips with untruth, have
taken the oath before gquoted, and which requires of them
conduet g0 much at varinnce with their teaching, it is not
to be wondered at that some have hecome skaplical of the ex-
istenee of human veraeity. The whole social fabric rests
upon the belief of truth among men; and the strongest
bond of faith in an individuals truthfulness is  the
well-founded opinion that be bas pever once voluntar-
ily defiled hig sonl with falsehood. To concenl effect-
ually their connexion with the order, the members may
e, nod some possibly have been, driven to a line of
conduet, in my opinion, more reprehensible than s direct
denial of the truth—the acting of n protrpcted and syste-
uatic falsehood. Having formerly belonged to the old

whis and g::mbmnic pirties, und not daring 1o exeite

SN[ to cotfirm Lhosg already entortained, of
their belonging to the know-nothings, by separating
themiselyes opealy from their old friends, they still af
fect to retain thelr interest in party action and party sue-
vess, wllow themselves o be teeated as members of their
old parties, become possessed of information, which is
given to them, ns they well know, on the belief of their being
still fuithful to their former friends, and yet, while acting
thus, they are under onths which bind them to different
parties, different principles, and different candidates.

That this is no ldinauﬁpmniun of my own, ns some cred-
ulous persons, who think that such things cannot be in a
free and manly country like our own, may be tempied to
exclaim, 1 will quote from the resolves of & Know-nothing
couneil in Brooklyn, New York, The preamble to those
resolves declares that “good men anid troe had aiready been
nominated by the great political parties of the State, Tug

the second degree council, a8 given, and, so fir as 1 know,
uncontrndicted, in the Pennsylvanian, extra, of October 6,
It is ag follows :

< Obligation.— You, aod each of you, of your own free
will and aecord, in the presence of Almighty God and these
witnesses, your right hand resting on this Holy Bible and
Cross, and your left hund vaised toward Heaven, or, of ot
b praferred, your left hand vesting on your breast, and your
right hand raised toward Heaven, in token of your sinoerity,
do solemnly promize and swear that yoo ‘will nt make |
known to any person or persons any of the signs, seorets, |
wysteries, or ogjecu of this organization, unless it bo to
thiose whom, after due examination or lawful information, |
von shall find to be 2 of this org tHon in good |
standing ; that you will not cut, carve, print, paint, stamp, |
stain, or in any way, directly or indireetly, expose any of |
the seerets or objects of this order, nor suffer it to be dane |
by others if in your power to prevent it, unless it be for
otfieial instraction ; that so long a2 you are comnected with
this organteation, il get regularly ‘dismissed ffom it, you
will, i wll things, p};&n! or wmeial, a0 far ol this order is
coneerned, comply with the will of the majority, when
expressed in lawial manner, though it may con iet with
your personal prefevence, so long aa it doss oot condliet
with the grand, State, or subordinate constitutions, the con-
stitation of the United States of America, or that of the
Siate in which you reside ; and that you will not, under any
circumstanees whatever, knowingly recommend an unworthy
person for inftintion, nor eaffer it to be done i in yonr power
to provent it. Yoo farthermore promise and deelare that |
you will not vote nor give your influence for any man rm-i
wny office in the gift of the people, unless he be an Amori- |
can-born eltizen, in favor of Americans-born roling Ameri- |
e nor i he be o Rowan Catholie ; and that you will oo,
wnder any cironmatances, ecpose the pawe of duy menber of |
thie urder, wor pevond the existence wf aueh nn organisotion.
To all the foregoing you bind yourselves, noder the no less |
senalty than that of belng expelled frow this order, and of |
having your pamwe posted and eirculated throughout the dif-
ferent eouncils of the United States as a perjurer, and as a
traitor to God wnd your country, as being wnfit to b owploged |
wnid trusted, conntenaneed or supported, v any buringss frine
aation, ot o person totally amworthy the confidence of all |
good mon, wed ne one at whom the finger of scorn should |
evor be pointed.  So help you God!"  (Each snswers,
da.™)

Thers are saveral things in this osth well enlenlated 1o
excite the apprehension of judivious, conselentions won. 1t
ta ey to peresive. in how many ins % it may happen
thit wdberenee to it will confiet with a member’s daty as
 ertizen. 1t way vers frequently oceur that o member may
be required to testify T o oonrt of justice of his own mem-
berahip, aedn the instanpee before alluded to, which arose in
Massuchuselts, in whiel the witness enduped the most paine
furl sl b g strnggles of mind in determining where
the ohligation of duty lay—wbether toobey the aath taken
before the conrt, of the one sworn in o midoight associa-
tion; which claim was paramonnt—that of his country, to
whom he owed duty sud alleginnee from his birtk, or that |
of n secret proseriptive society, which had entangled him
with onthe, and digged pitfalla about him for his conscience. |
Has a citizen the moral right, and if e bas the right, is it
o worthy and judicious use of it thus to perples his sense |
of duty by nssuming, unpecesanrily, vows of the most |
solemn character, Mli which he eannot dlsregard, even |
i obedienee to that higher and more ancient duty |
which rests upon un oll, without imcarving  the ocen-|
aute, and perhaps the punishment, of those with whom |
be had wsssociuted? In my jodgment; sir, a man|
who I8 n momber of an established government, from |
which o receives the nmplest protection of person and
property, and to which, in returs, he owes the ll“il'lﬂﬂ,
wensyre of fidelity anid obedience, has not the moral right
to take such an oath as that [ have ql{ol«l, He may ns|
well awe slleghsnes w a foreign sovdroign, and be ready |
to vbey his commands, na assnme obligations to any society |
of his counteymen which place him in collision with his|

So plaln and almost self-evident i this |
no one in this country could have |
one wiil n year or two |
elade somn
with its elder broth-

eyes, shall have passed into oblivion,

swayed from (ts self-polsed uiuiltlu-lnu by & temporary ex-
i hed

| without

NOMINATION OF SOME OF WHOM WAS EFFECTED BY THE DIRECT AC-
10N oF THIE oRpER.” Ifany man, whig or democrat, had smug-
glied himsell nto o meeting of the other party, by pretend-
ing to belong to it, the judgment of all men wm:lzi repro-
bale the net as perfidions snd disgraceful. The contempt
of all honoralile men would follow him like n curse. What
rule of morpls cun tolerate in members of this order that
which is conderned in all other parties 7 Their first de-
parture from sound principles injoloing the order involves
subequent delinguencies to conceal it, and make it effect-
ual, M trade and commerce require good faith and sin-
cerity In those who follow those callings, how much more
are they indispensable among those who are acting for the
publie, and whose conduet may influence for vears thelr
country’s welfure!

It is to be expected, with abeolote certeinty, that an in-
stitution thus organized, and pursning such purposes, will
be degpotie, will trample all those sacred vights which the
eontrivers of the order, wod those who profit by the delu-
sion, pretend it was established to seeure. This is one of
the wicked consequences which the most untutored sagaci-
iy could not fail to predict.  Butall thet could be antici-
pated iz more thun realized by the declarations of the Brook-

Iyn council, which 1 find in the New York Herald, o paper |

friendly 1o the order, and which treats the whole proceed-
ing as authentic:

“OWhereas the action of the Grand Couneil of the State of
New York, at their Iate sessfon in Octaber last, in makin
independent nomination for State officers without instructions
to that efleet from the snbordinate couneils of the State, and

iving them an opportunity to participate in the se-
Teetion nfﬂmh candidates, and when no necessity existed fur
such a course, inasmuch as coon sex and Tauk had already
beon nominated by the great political parties of the State,
the nomination of some of whom was effected by the direct
action of this order, was a departure from the troe interests
unel objects of this order, an unwarrantable ssaumption of
power, aod in direct violation of resolutions adopted by the
e grand councll in June bast ;

4 And whereas the sadd ﬁl’lnd eounail adopted resalutions
presented by Chauwovey Shaffer, putting an anwarcantable
and er post fuce construction upon the obligations of the
members of this order, therehy andenvoring to coerce and
compel thew, by Tuseate and rexaitiee, to vote for the
candidites 00 nominated by sald grand eouncil, in direct
violation of the constitution and Iaws of the land, and sub-

| voreive of the genius and spirit of our republivan institn- | Lut too wany, more terrible than the retribution of that

thons ;

“ And whereas the said grand couneil, nt their recont sos-
pion, adopted & resolution, orviginally suggested by H. A, T.
Granbury, requiring the members of this order, under esrtain
pains and penalties, to coxress, under onth, how they voted
at the recent election, in palpable viclation of the rights and
privileges secured to, and s bighly prized by, every true
Amorican : Thorefure,

“ Rosolged, That we rn:rlulmh- il condemn the alore-men-
toned aetion of the grand conocll ax anti- dweriocan, anti-re-
publican, wnd the wost uswarrastable, abominable, and don-
gerons wesnmption of despotic power ever atiempted in this
republic ;| in e confessional, praonce, and threats of eoovm
wunieation, anly equalled by the holy dnguisition of Spain,
andd omly worthy :Iilllutluul'l by the grond eawneid ‘of cardi-
werle nt flome,

4 Resolved, Thist any American assenting or yielding obe-
disnce to sash degrading and inquisitorinl requisitions in-
herits not the spirit of his revolationary sives, and is unwor-
thy the name of a son of 76, and desconds to the level of an
igworant Papist,

o feesoleed, That we recommond our brothren Lo pause and
calrly reflect before they aid in contralizing so daugerous a
puwer in the hands of a ¥ wha, hawever pure they ma
now be, may ut some future time be composed of unprinoi-
ded men w‘n. regardloss of the pablic uterests, will wiold it
or their own personnl aggrandizemesnt,

Sl J, SHEPARD, President.

“W. C. Hzayox, Seoretary,”

Thus, the council, not sutisfied with the omth that re-
quired each member 10 vote for the nomines of the order,
attempts o impose a new one, 1o discover whether the first
was violsted, with the penalty of disgraceful expulsion to
each momber who confosses that he voted any other than
the tieket of the order, Mark in what langnge the Brook-

Lyri couneil deseribes the Infquitous interference with the
2"‘“ oil":u_ﬂ‘u'n. See how it gquotes the precedenis of

of|
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ovasion that the |

| see and Know ; and yet it s maintsined
o
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the system of the arder, and who have

rod of it intolerinece, w '

this gealt of their owa culture, it
I Been clalined In support of

b Teced

both of two
which be and unsafe
and detall Would hardly mt relinbiln
attompt 10 construct suother of the
which e had jusi condemnid as usoless
Yet this order agsumes to out of the
beuofth&.pld ! W soclely of Immaculate
A fow of ﬁlwmﬁmmmulnhhlﬂm
ahuv»mn-ub,udm opt such pilier citizens, men-
bers of the old corrupt parties, as are willing 1o unite in
asserting .}he_ konvery of il other men, sud thelr own
pority, This Pharisaical assumption of rity is
worthy of all rebuke aud contempt. When | weigh the
charncters, when | porder u the course of those under-
stood o be of this new fuith, | confess | find little to mor-
ﬂfy_ngm‘nnmu admiration. 1 find
to be But a# other men, hiving like infirmities as
neither purer yor wiser, Bor more
Low-ei 1 disgover in them qu n;

; P i il reaath

L to be thrust upon thenssel

full na muich of partisan and uncharitable
who alfect n less degree of excmption fr
frnilties of their race. Mnnrthhordﬂmppnnd‘

I

[ g Liere, ne

bo have fasted the Sest Fruisa ot Youk connci

vied as true. |

order that both of

ten to these patriotie sentl- | clation that ever adopted  persecution for s creed, and an | the old pirties are corrupt, snd that it wis neccasary to
means, can be, they will renew | form & sew party of purer pringiples and better

words do for this new aesociation ?
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=

mnny, deeeit, so
-uq’rrluuhd_-
ducting both the

respeotive

tives Senute,

poriods of age t bavo ot
8 upon vmammngfpmdu that
power 1o add, by Law; to the age or

in this House | must sy, in all courtesy, 1
one whit above the avernge of their fellow-members in the
qualities of citizens or legislators. Self-canonized saints
and sell-plected patriots are of questionable stull. There Is
a spoutancous d tuf tion that les to
itself o Benjani

in's portion of the common stock of buman
virtug and excellence ; wod the claim of imposters 9 usu-
ally extensive in proportion as I is groundless.

e oa free government, § hold, siv, that there iz po right in a |
portion of (he prople, whether @ minority or a majority, ta
adupt w seerel polditical policy, o puraue it by mecrel means,
The commonwenlth is the joist product of the thou.ihu
and wills of the people who compose it.  They have risked
their muteal interests in o comnoon venture, Counsel sud
service are dus from ench o all.  Whatever pertains to the

common bewefit i the 1pm ier subyect of mutual delibers-
tion,  The thonghts and reflection of each are proper trib-
ute to the common fund of knowledge ; and when contrib- |
uted wod weighed, the deliberate judgment of the society |
becomes the rule of action to the wembers, both as to what |
purposes of eomimon %Ubd they shall pursue, und how they |
shall accomplish it. 1, ns 0 member of socioty, may justly |
expect its protection in every right which the laws or the
constitution give me—;:rutt-ﬂ'mn not qu]y agninst 'I‘w\el&:
invasion, but alse ag l tie vi ; mgainst the |
man who assuults my person or wrests my property from |
e Lut not o whit less agninst those who, by weans of se- |
cret cabuls, whlnight sesembloges, unnaliral onths, an

walicions combinations, would peril, impair, or destroy
any one of my civil or political rights. Soclety can only
protect me, can only proteet it ngninst the offects of
these secret political nssociations by extirpating them,
They are the fruits and the offspring of revolution ; they
are the storm-birds that portend the tempest snd wake it
horrible; but putrid bodies, which the thunder of anarchy
lifts from the zﬁa:p in which they slumbered.

All vitizens, 1 think, sir, nre under obligations of undorr
and sincerity townrds cach other in matters political, 1]
think the very nature of a free governmenl reguires it of
them.  The batlot of esch voter is intended io be secret
only so far as 1o protect him against violence, or sny uo-
due influence in preparing and casting it This right to
absolute freedom in performing this high civil act s not
clearer than the corr ling obligation of every other |
man to refrain from every attempl to  disturb, opppress, or |
intimidate bim in the exercise of i1, But when the ballot
is put into the box it ceases to be o mere private set, and
becowes o part of the publie bistory.  An attempt at con-
cealment provokes inguiry, and justifies it.  There can be
buat Lwo reagons for keeping a vole secret—tmidity, if we
think ourselves right, or shame und  conscious guilt, it we
believe ourselves wrong. And a man must be deficient in
some ol the better qualitics of citizenship whe is willing to
assign either of them us an excase for o secret vole, And the
motives that plr:u)m it the vole since he hasno :ﬁtw be mﬂt

wncad by w L the publ'u;uot?bnw .
Jeets of Magliiny, and if the voler be a man of free b1l e
veer, No tmnever cast o goeret voue, even if bis purpose were
as kindly & one as to aveld making w preference between ri-
val friends, but felt his self-respect lowered, and that he
had not neted up to the full dignity of citizenship, There
ig, nnd there shouid be, no penalty attached to the exervise
of the right of voling bul the estimate which the public |
miay attach 1o a man's character, according as he is thoaght
to have nsed his privilege well or ill, It js simglj an item
going to make up the aggregate of charagter. Nor should
there be laws compelling him 1o declare how he veted; in
free countries, the gront mass of men, being independent
in fact, ns well ns  name, will spurn concealment in the
matter ; and 1 do not know, in all history, of more than
one inquisitorial attempt, by an ex post faclo law, Lo com-
pel the voter to declare for whom he had voted : and thisat-
tempt, g0 tyrannical, was made, not by foreignees, who, ig-
norant of the genins of republicanism, might, unconscious-
Iy, hve violated its priuciiatus; nor by the old parties of the
country, who, immersed in senility and corraption, might
be inditferent to the forms of liberty ; but by the concluve of
atriots who wssembled in New York ns a know-noth-
ing council, representatives of those who are to regenerate
America; who, mourning the decay of public spirit, and
the corruption of national virtue, have, by .ur.i('-gkcu'cm und
the impanition of their own Juenls, set themselves apurt for
the work of reformation. 1 have said, and I repeat it, that
1 think there is the strongeat obligation among freemen to be
open and candid in all political matters.  Among slaves, or
those who npproach the servile condition, even though they
have the forms of freedom, seerecy i5 to be ex Butits
uee is an wnwholesome regimen for the growth asd nurture
of the manly virtues, | am sure, sie, you would hardiy be
willing to continue a private partuership—and society has
often, and not ioaptly, In mony lmportant respects, been
likened to one in which you know n portion of the part.
ners had formed o secret league, in roference to part nemhip
business, confirmed by oaths, guarded by mysterious
viphors, grips of the band, passwords, signs of recognition,
and all the mackinery of secrecy by which the men of dis-
order have, from  dme immemorial, guarded their schomes
agningt the peace sud the welfare of society—1 am sure you
wotlld be justified in the suspicion that your rights were
very insecure, and in taking prompi steps fer thelr preser-
vation.  And vet we, sir, the people of  free country, wre
told that thers i3 political assoclution in our midst, gecret
a8 the grave, except when sccident bag betruyed it and as
fnexorable o the proscriplion of 4l pot connected with it
If your rights are safe from it to-day, will they be so to-
morrow ; or from some secrol association 1o be formed next
work ! 1 the right to create such is recognisel now, how
can it be dented in future, when other isms will be seeki:
the nid of secrecy 1o accompligh thelr schenes, or wn:f
their revenge T Free governments are controlled greatly
by precedents and general rules, and i, for a temporary
purpose, of 4 seanty good, you abaudon wholesome prin.
ciples, you bave broken down the most effectunl barriers
agninst despotism,

Pubilic dpinion is one of the most eflicient reatraints on
boman action,  The punishments of this world soem, with

which i8 10 come.  The eriticism, the censure of wen often
restening evil-disposed persons, and an enlightesed public
opinion guides wnd sustains the virthe of individuals. We

find the action of political parties is purest when it is most
nnder the public eye; and as the vell of secrocy 8 thrown |
about it, there is o culpable laxity of conduet, A private|
eanens, though thore is no obligation of sevrecy, is thought
legd free from cortuption than s public convention. Mestings

| of which there s po record but the unsafe me mory of thuse
| present are likely to b less judivipes than those in which |

everything is rocorded and pullished. A rallroad, or other |
carporation directory, which gives Its proceedings no pub-|
licity in a twelvemonth, is the sulject of distrast, and too |
often flls into dow nring kuavery. These things we all

s, ite bors - |
known, sad denyiog their conpexion with it, to select its |
candidntes nnd elect thewm, and 10 conteol the government |
of & groat country without danger to the rights of 1he peo. |
ple, or of corruption ”““u:l: the members. Where this se
crecy beging, freedom ends. When the strects of Paris
strenmed with blood ; when the guillotine was the ooly en-
gine whose aotivity was not r‘ sierd by the general terror |
that pervaded the lamd, the ordets that plunged France into |
such frightful calamities jasued from the midnight, seotet, |
A carver that be-
gins in religions and political proscription may well sud, |
like theim, with the lunp-post and the guillotine |

for an association, secret, ir

These now politien] doctors objeot 1o the seorecy which |
prevails in an  ordinary convention, yet secrecy isnot the |
rule, bat the exception, in such assomblies They know |
that the corruption which attends them ia proportioned to
the privacy with which they sre conducted | that men com.

mit acts in the safety of midnight cancuses which they
wanld not dare in the light of day ; and the romedy they |

offer i# an association (n which all is cancus, all secrecy,

|
t
estimnte calmly and justly the false position in which they ' be said that we were denouncing what we did not under-

| “Thoss

1 ibllity. The evil «xesption which they denounes |
Mrage, the freedom of conscience, nmd the rq\'lllit{ of the | in others they atdopt as the rele of their conduct.
t tle secrecy works such harm in ordinary polities, what| thair

must (e whole machinery of oaths, and grije, and pass.’ -mcm'mm

If wlit)

period of citizenshi by the conslitution, and
u law would be unpmﬂw{b!d aud void, mﬁhlneh

% ol
to do g0 would be s assault umhﬁﬁch
femmers of the constitution l.huugm.ur & importance

:;:gqu;l h‘ u;l::wpmmnwl lbmn-;tn&ahﬁne-
on in justice betwesn & to rob them

by a liw anid by a secrpt lmdl&n. w’l‘h first is ﬂnw
er and manlior way of assuult.  The men who do the

Jury in that csse are known and }
L S s e st
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Ives
public judgment.  They plant themselves upon the
of their action, and not upon the furee of numbers snd the
chances of escape from detection.  All men admire candor
uod sincerity In political as well as other couduet. Until
now all Ameri despised seeret political intd
midaight juggling, and the hatred that would strike, and
_\'u%gm li: VoW L blow. !

ere s uo obligation, o my j uent, to vote for afor-
eigner to any office wore l.hujt{v.r g
thiere is un obligation not to form a combination l:lllﬂ-
him by which heis to b i or stinted in the
m{u{xml of any coustitutional

1

U*E

t be true that furcigners are Gt fur office than ua. o

tive citisens, il is e gross distrust of the national com-
men sense 10 suppose that the i
ind @ poor comwenlary upon pu s
oaths, and the terrors of u secret inquisition, are

urge thewn muwewwofmobﬂm . 1 cannot | fer

bt believe that trye palicy aud justice in th har-
wonious. These forei . uj:"ln ﬁm; ‘i?:;‘llﬁ
n, und bave trusted to the libe-

ral gpirit of the age, and the generous : of our
_hw:gudumﬁali&u,uﬂm .m:;ym
ing up to the full of good them

measure

to the highest :hwululunl of citizensh
ure eiti with the right to vote, and pelicy dictates that
they shoul hemimlfd us ao:;uttn mt{onm them,
that the pecoliorities of their birth, edueation, lun
and idews may be lost in the character of our own pwx'.
There is po safety in a course that excludes them from any
ight which §s theirs by the constitution and lnws, aad
which induces them, from wounded o perpetnate
the distinctions which separate them from the native-horn
l.‘lﬁﬂ‘m.

To u fareigaer of just self-res the equality implied in
voting, and the rlgi:ttu be m w.:lv«y ymn:: even
though be may never desire any, ia one of the strongest ties

that ean bind bim in love and interest to the fortunes of thed

republic,  And if, at tim, it becomes necessary to dis-

lu:f:m should
receive a share of offices proportioned to 4 numiber, if | ¢

the subject becomes o matter of mathematical division ;
but it would be more fovtunate for the pence of the eoun-
try if the question of nativity und religion were never rised,
und if selections to office were made according as Mr. Jefs
ferson's strong questions are unswered, “ls bo honest? [
he competent ™ Is be faithful to the constitution ¥

Second. The extension of the term of naturnlizgation to
twenty-one years, or some other period longer than five
years,

When our country was weak, and there was appreben-
sion that we wight be attacked by foreign powers, unxiety
was felt to secure un influx of lmmlgm&nn. The time for
that apgnha:uihn is past. 1, sir, as an individueal, have
never cherished or expressed the anxiety which | bave wit-
nessed in others to see our country goaded into premature
growth aml po uhﬂnuf;!lhaugh I have rejoiced to see

those who came here, either from choice or to escape op-
pression, sitting, in due time, ot the nationsl und
sharing equally the abund of our inted hospitali

ty., The vision of a splendid government, which hns such
fascination for meny, to me is without a charm. 1 kuow

that its magnificence, the pomp of its o the number
sod equipment of its Beets and armies, are but o much
wrung frow the scauty subsistence of lobor. Wherever |

witness the reckless pageantry of wealth, | know that the
gaunt shadow of poverty is near by, | doubt if' our rapid
increase in numbers, in wealth, and power, however grati-
fying to our pride, bave been aitended with a proportion-
abe increnge of those robust and homely virtues on which
alone permanent vational greatoess is founded. 1t isthe efsct
of grest nod sudden prosperity to distarh the ordinary ae-
ton of the public mind, and to introduce false and deceptive
standards of conduct, The whole nature of man runs
wild in o varkety of , s this inandati

Ly aweeps nwiy many of the established and 1
land-marks, Seosons such a8 thess tey the national char-
aeter more than whole years of calumity. This has
duced that exuburance of intellectual movement, that re-
dundancy of activity, that Egyplisn feeundity of ismns
which distinguish our counntry hﬂ"y. At such times, a

:
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suy other citizen; but|

an outrage u;
wuﬁtﬁt‘!‘m

from revulsions in sod commerce.  Popuintion
S G e o T
\ 1weon |
e SRS e ot
w e ! consump-
tion ure about equal, ul;lfu nkm::%f the , orof
the gy, of labor by w chithbhpndnﬁmlmiu
poy “fb?ﬂms;?uhh state of in Isbu
gréater part of Eyrope. Sa a mitignied form, is geting
to be the condition of qur larger citles. The secounts of tio
destitution now prevailing in some of the hane
et und industrious; nad the an of the
mmin% winter, are *t s not
cuuged it; the turiff has not caused it ; have uot
caused It nor even Lthe present war, that event
way bave tated it It is the effiect of those mutn-
tions which are the imevitable condition of existence, nad
which are brought about the whole ty of those
cauged which bave thatFesuit which

1 Our vory prosperity
it mbout aiv any other

tive
ciase.  High aielmmu--g muudald:wld arn al-

frunchise him of either, in the nae of manhood, and jus- | ways followed by pregeion, and
tice, and republicanizm, let it be done in the open light of | the su of quacks, um‘-sﬂll more dangerons
Heaven, let it be done with the forms, the nand are: e discarded. jcan inuti-
the solemnity of a natioual act, und let him not feel him- | tons can protect us g unjust oppressive
self the vietim of s unmeless persecution, tried, condenued, | and guill Lut they cannot secure us. ngainst
wnd , the hateful isnnner of the the comimerce, ufisesurés.
sition, by thuse who blush (o avew their connexion It i then, unjust to ta causes. evila
the deed.  Justiee would tewch us that which appear insejurable from the structure of civilized so-

ut, slr, it" oll these evils wero the result of fraudulent
voting, how would the mischief be died by extendi
the period of probation from five to twenty-one yeurs ? 1¢
five yeurs' delay is 2u irksome that the foreigner will risk
the penalties of fraudulent voting and perjury to eseape it,
it seems to we the te;‘mﬁnn would be multiplied four-
fusld b&rlnmn{nu the 10 Iweniy-one yenrs.

So fur na the extension of the period to twenty-one years
is m sentiment, a mere gratification of s feeling or a preju-

dice, it is either above or beneath remgosn; but ns n slates

mans remedy for an existing abuse, it seems entively in-

competent and unsatisfactory. )
The laws of naturalizafion I vegard as I do any other
.l:f'l'j?tl! upen w‘nvtl;li'un-mnll;mndb.mmr tefocts
any importance exist, they ought to be re premp-
lry-. andl Immﬂymmhrﬂlnahnbm%m na ey be
ound expedient, | am satisfied, after listening to all that
I can hear upon the subject, to Jet the period of five yenrs
remain in statnte; yet I wm not so wedded o thaet
time thet | would m:lgzl' any change of it by Congress
n the rights of forviguers, or upon the
am very ready lo hear all argument
upon the subject; but, so fr as | have comprebended
the evils under which we are said to lubor, 1 find ne
tion in the vemedy (o the This great

evil of n fio Evpahtim is bard)emiticed in the dis-
iow, changes of the law 1, and the pers
seenting creed of the Know-nothings, are alike triviel when

‘compared with it. The wituide of the evil these mid-

night reformers see, perhips, but fanr o grapple with, The
di of it istoo portentons, e preguant with the high
ﬁ i PM ruces, population, avd government, to be han-
fed by whose whole political ¥y ispersecation,
hest ambition the ejection of an Irish tide-waliter
from hiz office, and the summit of their statesmonship o
combing the “isms” that are out agoinst the demorrais who
BEE i Tual that ners will congre
mti:.ms:n- the nimn l:‘d“r”umh:?. ]Lm“l‘;
language, wanner, L] the g

m‘ﬁhu to root oul the native population speakiog the

recurrence o honored and blished prinei igthe| B tongue, and that we may come to be u confederncy
wost wholesome regimen for the public mind. ufngi&h na in origin, in language, customs, iosti-

| boligve, sir, it had been better for us if we had never| tutions, and as nre tbe several nstions combined
received, since our independence, more foreiguers than | Ly force under the sway of the Emperor of Austria or the
coull be readily assimiluted to the ! condition and | Czar of Russin. Nothing van tend lo accomplish this more
chiracter of our native-born porﬂntruu. 1'ilo not question | s than proscription. If the foreignor finds himself
that the intermingling of races bere is one potent element| one of a degraded caste while living smong the native
of gur growth and success. Those nations have been fores he will natorally seele those regions in which
most in the world's history whose churseters have been the own

.mllfnn\ of the greatest variety of the best races of the
earth. A constant emigration of enough . produce

ety, but not to perpetmte diversity, woualid, [ B on-
tribute (o presecye and incrense onr vigor. But ) o

see no foreign settloments in our country; ne

schools, and school-Yuoks in o foreign tongue; no ]
of country in which a truveller i funey hiwself on the
banks of the Rhine or the groen sward of Iréfand. 1 desire
our peaple to be homogenegus in and institutions;
1 would have thee first 1 farei 1o bhe the

Inat, their children | would bave Ameriean in longue, in
education, principle, and iu law,

It 5 said that this extension is rendered necessary by the
abuges of tho present aystem,

These nbuses wro chiefly throngh false naturalization pa~
pers sod false swearing. They oxist, | am ioclined to
think, loss through any defect in the present laws than
throtgh the defoct in their enforceiment.®  The use of fale
unturalization pai;‘i’l. Megal voling, and the ury at-
tendant upon both, are offences agalnst the laws of the
Sutte where they wre commitiod | and it is to the State tri-
bunals that the citizens must look for redress and the vin-
divation of thelr righte.  There Is uo greund— nobe what-

thut it is poasible | syer—to beliove that grand juries would be more active

to find indictments under & new law thay aoder the old
oug, vor that peit juries would be more prompt to con-
viet,
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